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In Bonita Springs, a designer reimagines
a beloved family home with a fresh aesthetic.

WRITTEN BY PAIGE BOWERS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY EMILY FOLLOWILL

Interior Design: Megan Winters, Megan Winters Design
Home Builder: Drew Hemmer, CGU Homes
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Blue shutters by Naples Shutter pop against Benjamin Moore’s Cloud White on the front fagade of designer Megan Winters’
renovated Bonita Springs residence. Dwarf umbrella trees and Fakahatchee grass add greenery to the exterior.

or nearly 30 years, designer
Megan Winters and her family
gathered at her parents’
scasonal home in Bonita
Springs for holidays and
other memorable occasions.
“Everyone in the family loved
the house,” she recalls. “It
was such a bright, beautiful setup, and the way
my mom decorated it was spectacular. 1t was
impossible to not be happy in this house.”

As time passed, however, the residence became
too difficult for Winters’ parents to maintain, and
so they downsized to a nearby condominium.
That’s when the house keys passed to their oldest
daughter, who endearingly followed in her mother’s
footsteps to make the dwelling a joyful site for
wonderful memories. “I wanted il Lo be more
casual but still very sophisticated and comfortable,’
Winters says. “There’s good energy here.”

When the designer and her husband acquired
the 1990s residence, it had remained largely
untouched since her parents had purchased it
nearly three decades ago. She saw opportunities
to reinvigorate its character, reconfigure spaces
and present a chic twist on its buoyant spirit.
Teaming up with general contractor Drew
Hemmer, Winters repainted the pink fagade a
crisp white and swapped out the green shutters
for a sky blue Bahama style that exudes instant
island charm. Hemmer replaced all the windows
with hurricane-impact glass and squared off the
half-round windows above the doors for a morc
contemporary look.

Inside, “Megan wanled Lo expand the kilchen
and family room out through the lanai, which
was an extensive part of the project,” the general
contractor says. “So it made this large great
room they never had before and gave it a more
modern, open feel” To create the space, he blew
out. the wall separating the family room from
the screened-in lanai, enclosing the expanded
area with windows that bring in views of the
surrounding water and golf course. “It made
the whole house brighter,” Winters says.

The interior renovation connects the family
area Lo the now-open kitchen, which doubled
in size. There, Winters painted the walls a
sentimental bright blue. “It was the exact color

my mother had when it was her residence,”

she says, “and it makes me feel so happy.” This
hue served as a jumping-off point for the rest

of the housc: Embracing a Floridian quality,

the designer touched nearly every room with

a vibrant shade of blue, including the kitchen’s
cabinetry and lighting pendants as well as the
patterned rugs and artwork in the more neutral-
toned sitting and dining areas.

New European white oak flooring, jute rugs
and wicker furnishings—including the kitchen’s
counter stools—are a warm contrast to the clean-
lined pieces Winters incorporated, such as the
sitting area’s metal-armed lounge chairs and the
dining area’s rectangular high-gloss table. And
in another mix-and-match move, just like her
mother did before her, the designer audaciously
blends patterns in each space. “IUs Lthe besl way
to bring a room together with interest,” she says.
“Pattern adds the extra element that makes all
designs personal” Dining chairs in a painterly
fabric rest on a checkerboard rug, while a swirling
blue zebra print defines a hallway alcove. In a
guest bedroom, a modern toile repeats on the
wallcovering, bedding and armchairs.

Still, Winters smartly offers a break from
the bold prints and bright blues with more
serene moments. Her classic use of black and
white dominates the dining and sitting areas,
welcoming guests from the foyer and leading the
eye toward the pool. “Every color can complement
this pairing—it’s the best ‘neutral’ I know,” she
obscrves. The color combo also shows up in the
main bathroom’s soaking tub, marble flooring and
leopard-print wallpaper. And il pairs with navy
in the main bedroom, a striped haven decorated
with grayscale photos of horses, a passion for the
designer, who is also an equestrian.

Living on in the hands of the next generation,
the residence has transformed entirely without
losing its legacy as a cherished memory box. “In
some respects, the home is not much different
from what it was,” Hemmer says, “and yet it’s still
night and day.” Perhaps the greatest testament of
its respectful refresh came from Winters’ parents,
who visit every Sunday for dinner. “My father told
me I brought this beauliful old home back Lo life,”
the designer says. “This home is the lighthearted,
casual and happy version of me.” L
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Above: In the dining area, a Wendy Concannon artwork is displayed against Groundworks’ Heavy Raffia wallcovering;
the surrounding walls are painted Benjamin Moore’s Super White. Dylan Martinez glass sculptures are arranged on the custom table,
paired with chairs upholstered in Schumacher’'s Queen of Spain fabric. The Rug Artisan rug tops Fibreworks’ Siskiyou rug.

Opposite: Lisa Flynn art and custom pendants complement a kitchen wall coated in Benjamin Moore’s Turquoise Haze. The cabinetry
by New Style Cabinets wears SDS London hardware. A small Pottery Barn stool joins Serena & Lily counter stools at the island,
lopped with Silestone. The Signalure Hardware faucel and Kohler sink are from Ferguson Bath, Kilchen & Lighting Gallery. Flooring
from Unique Wood Floor Co. flows throughout.
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Above: Schumacher’s Iconic Leopard wallcovering palrs with Ann Sacks floor and wall tiles In the maln bathroom. West EIm’s Martinl
side table stands by a Signature Hardware tub and Rohl filler from Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery. SDS London hardware
studs the cabinetry by New Style Cabinets, capped with Absolute White honed marble from Fusion Industries.

Opposite: Winters employed Schumacher’'s Modern Toile pattern throughout a guest bedroom, including on the walls, bedding on the
Williams-Sonoma Home bed and waterfall table, which stores a Ralph Lauren Home trunk. The armchair and screen are from 1stdibs.
An Arteriors lamp fronts an Oly Studio mirror, while Howard Lamar artworks add a touch of yellow.



“PATTERN IS THE
BEST WAY TO BRING
A ROOM TOGETHER

WITH INTEREST.

I'T ADDS THE

EXTRA ELEMENT

THAT MAKES ALL
DESIGNS PERSONAL.”

—MEGAN WINTERS

A striped Ralph Lauren Home fabric complements the main bedroom’s walls, painted Benjamin Moore’s Hale Navy and decorated
with Juliet Harrison photography. The custom bed and screen gather with a bench from 1stdibs, a Williams-Sonoma Home chair and
West Elm’s Martini table. Lamps from Circa Lighting top Ralph Lauren Home nightstands. Delightfull’s Sinatra light complete the scene.
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Golden retrievers Daisy and
Posey relax on the patio by

the newly retiled pool. Winters
created multiple gathering areas
using RH chaise lounges and
armchairs as well as West Elm’s
Martini side tables.
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