
 
 

 

 

Rose Champion de Crespigny (1859-1935) 

 

An English novelist and artist, Rose Champion de Crespigny [nee Annie Rose Charlotte Key] was born in 

1859 in Kensington, England to Lady Charlotte Lavinia McNeil and Admiral Sir Astley Cooper Key, a 

Royal Navy officer.  Admiral Cooper Key was appointed the principal naval aide de-camp to the Queen 

in 1879.1 Rose was raised in naval ports including Greenwich and received an education with an emphasis 

on science.2  

 

At the age of 19, Rose married Philip Augustus Champion de Crespigny (1850-1912), a Royal Navy 

officer and son of Claude William Champion de Crespigny, 3rd Baronet. They had four children 

including Frederick Philip Champion de Crespigny (1884-1947), who inherited the baronetcy becoming 

the 7th Baronet.3 After her husband retired from the Navy the family settled in New Forest. De Crespigny 

began to sell paintings of landscapes and marine scenes in order ease the family’s financial strain.4  

 

In 1889, Rose illuminated a large roll of the Highland clans including tartans and badges which was 

chromolithographed and published.5 In 1891, she exhibited “The Mouth of the Dun, Co. Antrim” at 

Dudley Gallery which a critic described as “moderately successful....”6 She submitted 5 entries to the 

London Salon of the Allied Artists’ Association in 1908 held at Royal Albert Hall. Her subject matter 

included the Tower of London, London Bridge and marine scenes.7 

 

De Crespigny was an honorary fellow of the Philosophical Society of England, a chairwoman of the 

Writers’ Club, vice chairwoman of the Lyceum Club and the British College of Psychic Science. She was 

also a member of the Ridley Art Club and exhibited at a number of galleries.8 

 

A watercolor by de Crespigny titled Charing Cross Bridge, London is in the collection of the Ulster 

Museum in Northern Ireland. 
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