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GEORGE HENRY BURGESS (1831 -- 1905)

The Old Bridge, Richmond Hill, and part of the river near Queen Elizabeth’s Palace, c. 1872
Oil on paperboard

8 x 11 1/2 inches

Signed “From nature by G.H. Burgess” and inscribed with title verso

The son of a prominent surgeon, George Henry Burgess was born in London in 1831 to a large family of
artists. His grandfather had been a painter, and George and his three brothers (Edward, Charles and
William) would all become artists. He completed his artistic studies at the Somerset School of Design in
London, and soon after began his career at a lithography shop. Enticed by the promise of riches, George
and his brothers journeyed to California during the Gold Rush in 1850 to seek their fortunes. However,
they soon grew tired of the mining industry. His brother Edward moved to Hawaii to become a merchant,
while George and his two other brothers, established a jewelry store in Sonora where they repaired
watches and designed accessories. During a period of local unrest, they abandoned their business venture
to travel extensively throughout the mining region, chronicling their experiences through sketches and
watercolors.

In 1853, the brothers journeyed to Hawaii to join their Edward. Charles found work as a photographer and
portrait painter, William reentered the jewelry business, and George produced watercolors and lithographs
of the local people and landscape. He also supported himself through portrait commissions, with Edward
acting as his agent. However, George and his brother William soon moved back to the San Francisco
region to open another jewelry company that specialized in designs crafted from gold fresh from the
mines. George eventually opened a portrait studio in San Francisco and gave painting lessons while
working at the commercial lithography firm of Britton and Rey, who published a number of his
lithographs. He would make two more trips to Hawaii, (in 1855-56 and 1871) where he produced artwork
that his brother Edward sold locally in Honolulu.

In 1871, by now an established member of the region’s art community, George co-founded the San
Francisco Art Association. He also gave painting lessons as he produced landscapes in his spare time. In
1872, George traveled to London where he married Emma Clint, daughter of artist Alfred Clint (1807-
1883). He likely completed The Old Bridge around this time. Here, the artist captures a scene of leisure,
with women and children lounging and strolling, and young men fishing along the bank of the Thames
near the Old Bridge in Richmond Hill, located southwest of London, illustrating urban leisure in his
childhood home in England. The piece speaks to the refined, yet adventurous spirit of this successful
artist.

George Henry Burgess died in Berkeley, California in 1905. His works can be found in notable public
collections such as the Amon Carter Museum, the Oakland Museum of California, and the Yosemite
Museum.



