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Paulette Van Roekens (1895-1988)

Artist Paulette Van Roekens was born in France to French and Belgian parents. She immigrated to the
United States with her parents while still an infant.! She studied at the Philadelphia School of Design for
Women under Elliot Dangerfield, Henry Snell and Leopold Seyffert.? Van Roekens was the recipient of
two post-graduate fellowships. She further studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.?

In 1917, Van Roekens became a member of the Philadelphia Plastic Club.* In 1922, she was awarded a
medal from the Sketch Club for her oil painting entitled “Reminiscences.” Later the same year, she
exhibited with a group of Philadelphia artists at the Corcoran Gallery in Washington, D.C.”®

In 1923, she exhibited a painting entitled The Doggie Vendor with the Philadelphia Art Club. The work
depicted a hot dog vendor among circus tents and was described in the Philadelphia Inquirer as,
“...gorgeous as an army of joy with banners.” At the Plastic Club, the artist displayed her small oil
paintings depicting Philadelphia’s Independence Hall and a view of Glack Street.” Recognized for her
street scenes, the artist’s work was purchased that same year by the Pennsylvania Academy where it was
to be on permanent display.®

In the summer of 1924, Van Roekens contributed two works entitled City of Tents and Venetian Swings to
an exhibition of the Delaware Valley Group.® She later exhibited with the National Association of
Women Painters and Sculptors. A travelling exhibit, the work was shown in Washington D.C. and in
cities throughout the South. Her work displayed at the Philadelphia Art Club was praised by a critic from
the Philadelphia Inquirer. The critic stated, “with what genuine poesy [Van Roekens] painted her two
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simple street scenes, with their car tracks and their curb gossips, and how cool and gracious is her ‘Under
the Trees’.”!?

In 1927, Van Roekens married fellow artist Arthur Meltzer.!! Together, with her husband, Van Roekens
raised a family while teaching and pursuing a professional art career. She taught painting and drawing at
Cheltenham High School and at the Moore Institute.'? Her husband was the director of Moore’s Fine Art
Department.*The couple often exhibited together in galleries and museums throughout the United States.

In 1937, Van Roekens and Meltzer exhibited at the Mint Museum in Charlotte, North Carolina.'* In
January of 1938, an exhibition of their work was held in the upper gallery of the Montclair Art Museum. '
In 1985, a retrospective of the work of Van Roekens and Meltzer was held at the Newman and Saunders
Galleries in Wayne, Pennsylvania.'®

During her lifetime, Van Roekens received many awards and prizes including the Plastic Club Gold
Medal, the Sketch Club award, the National Association of Women Artists and Sculptors award, the
Woodmere Gallery blue ribbon award, and the Pennsylvania Academy Fellowship Award.!”

Paulette Van Roekens Meltzer died in 1988. She was 92 years old.
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