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Inspired by New Orleans —where their story began—
a Houston couple write a new chapter in an all-American
house filled with European style.

WRITER MARA BOO | PHOTOGRAPHER JULE SOEFER | PRODUCER JESSICA IRNKERT HOL AM



OPPOSITE: Buit to ook & hundred yvea's old, Mignon and Stephen Gil's
Houston Fome featuras a push-10-cpen ont door handke ke those o
La Meuncs, Mignon's finarite Pars hotel. THIS PHOTO: A tribal rug and
an acrylcasn cofiee table termper the fommality of the fving room's denti
mokding and antique French limestons replace sumownd,

Tradtianaome. comyCiegantHormes

21



77\ rab cakes. Cumbo, Whie-pamted bock. All

|' " are synonymous with New Orleans, And all

\ 4 plaved a sentimental role in the desim of
Nt Mignoan and Stephen Gil's new Houston
home, which they shars with their two teenagers. “I'm
from Louisiana and grew up going to New Orleans every
weekend.” Mignon says. “My husband and | both went w0
law school in Louisiana, and we lived in New Orleans early
m our marmiage. We love everything about New Odeans
and wanted our home w0 be reflective of our time there,”

From the kitchen designed w accommodate Mignon's
bove of cocking traditienal Lousaars foods o ths wrought -
iron exterior baleony imspired by one photographed in
New Orlesns, the Gills” home is an architectural love letter
o Louisiana. Architectural features were deawn directly
from the state’s rich history of centuries-old hores.

“Two hundred vears ago, long before the days of
air-conditioning, French Colonial-style houses usually
featured porches supported by columns,” archicet Travis
Mattingly says, “The parches were sased for outdoor
relaxation and entertaimning. Inside, ceilings were tall
and windows opened Fom the top w let warm gir
escape.” In the Gills” home that's a sheck, check, and
check—although their cetlings dont quite stretch 10
historical 14-foot heights, and evenings spent outdoors
are more shout connecting with close-knit neighbors than
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flecing indoor heat. Still, the howse & a mostly awthentic

replica of ivonic French Colonzal style and blends easily
into its older nesghborhcod,

Which is why the pink leather-clad powder rocm door
just over the threshold comes as a surprise and offers the
first clue that the house is not entirely bound by s
architectural heritage, “Mignon is drawn o things that are
French anc antique—and also to things that are Jean and
colorful” says interior cesigner Jennifer Martinez, who
collaborated with fellow interior desagner Sarah Linzzd on
the house. “We didn’t trv to match things so mue 1 as
make sure “hey worked well together.”

Furnishings—some isspired by, or purchased during,
the fumily’s European travels; others bought new or
reused from the Gills” fermer home—are united v a soft
palette of pale blues and blush pinks warmed by brass
accents. Codorful art, neardy all by Louisiana artsans,
provides unexpected ve-ve, “This heuse makes me
happy.” Miznon says. “Inever want to leave.” Unless she's
headed w0 New Orleans. that is.

FOR RESOURCES, SEE PACE 100,

ABOVE: In the kitchen, mocern brass stodie upholsterad in vin
offset classic veined white marbile counteriops and dark-slained
harawood foors, OPPOSITE: The dining roorm wals are papened in
8 grasscioth chasan for its muted color story






ABOVE: Rat celing trim running tha
length of the open-plan kilchen and iving
room mimics the look cf a coffered
caling, tut its shallow depth mantaing

a medem profie, addng just anough
Intarest 1D cozy the acae of the

area while maintaining an ary fesl.
RIGHT: \Whrar!t encaussic-concrate focr
likes S 25 @ graphic counterpoint to
al-white zabinetry and walls In the
Bundry FAR RIGHT: A tamc-1ough brick
floor relazee Mignon's sanny ofice.
OPPOSITE: The living room’s seating
pleces o upholstared N solid fabrics tor
a quiat effect; Intarest cames via
patternad drapenas anc colorul an.
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Millwork and trims are substantial and
proportional but not fussy. We \\dﬂtt d to go
cleaner and sleeker than you might expect.

INTERIOR DESIGNER JENNIFER MARTINEZ
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O&A with Interior i

SIINE)

LEFT: The master bath
gans a8 comemporary
edpe rom marble
baseboards. "They're &
surprisa, ' Martinez says
“and move functiona
than wood, snce you
won't gex black markes on
tham whan vacuuming.”
OPPOSITE: An antique
Austrian Zhandelar
iluminates Mignon's
dressing roam. The
iIsind faciitates

packang or frequant tnecs
and conceals hampers
for both Bundry and

dry Clesying
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Bullding new? Jernifer Martinez discusses ways to include historical design featuses in a way that feels fregh,

What rules do vooua follow

(o ensure the right nex of

now and then?

I have a business
background in the oil and gas
industry—I don’t even know
what the rules are! In fact, if
there are mles, 'm sure | break
them all the tirne. But | do know
how | warnt a room to #el when

I walk into it, and that's what

guides my choices. F'm not
alraid w mix things up. | like the unexpected. A house should
feel beautiful and coordinated—I mean, vou don’t want it w
give you a headache—bur it should be filled with thimgs vou
love that make you happy. That sense of playfulness is what

will make your house unique 1o you. People get stuck thinking

268 Elegart Homas

things shoubd match. If vou have a traditional rocen. put a
piece of modern art in it I you have a contemporary room,

put something of your grandmother’s in it

How d« ed elements such as Noors

YOul approa: h |i‘,

il walls?

T almost always prefer to use a traditional hasdwood
floor because | think it's an ideal canvas for mixicg other
things on oo of it And Flike to use ane overall paint color for
a house 1o maintain & continuons bae knln-ln. though | al=o
love to paint trim so it matches wallpaper. It's a cool way w

make traditional millwork feel up-to-date.

' How did you approach the madding in this hous:

We dida’t want this house to feel like a period piece.
w0 we installed hefry dentil moldings at the ceiling, which is
very traditional, and then we made them feel more fun by

painting them high-gloss white,



F g
LN

®

ey

‘..

.
-

\ sy

TR ' -v"
b Ty
|

®

.
I~ .
W

Al A

~
Ao
‘]
e

2

s ¥

o ¥

3 x’ﬂrv-\m
=% FAa

PRl W SRS

> -




Floor plan
TOTAL SQ.FT: 6,994 Detveen architect e and
BEDROOMS: 4 ; furrishings, the master

BATHROOMS: 6 full, 2 hal” 7 becroom’s plastar wals,
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