


COLORFUL CHOICES FOR A
HOUSTON ABODE MARK A BOLD NEW
DIRECTION FOR IS RESIDENTS:
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Atrio of 19"-century papier peint panels from Chateau Domingue—hanging above a custom banguette
upholstered in Fabricut vinyl—inspired the living reom’s wall color, Farrow & Ball's Red Earth in a
lacquer finish, Custom Lee Jofa draperies with a Samuel & Sons trim blend beautifully with the walls,




he vibrant design of this new Houston home

was a watershed moment for the client, who

had collaborated with designer Jennifer

Martinez several times previously but always

felt more comfortable taking the safe route.
“This family is really social and fun,” says Martinez, having
watched the brood expand to an energetic tribe of six since
first meeting them in 2008. “They're the kind of people who
love to have parties—and if she could caver every single
thing they own in animal print, she would.”

This time around, the wife came closer to doing that than
ever before. “In the past, | was nervous and always went
with the safe choice," she says. “But over time, | became
much more confident in knowing that if the home's bones
are traditional, then other things like paint and wallpaper
can be changed." That new mindset guided her down a
more adventurous path for this project. “She wasn't afraid
to commit to something she may not like down the line,”
explains Martinez. “Instead, she would say, 'l like it now so
let's do it—and if we want to change it later, we can.

- -

From the outside, the house gives nary a hint of the
unexpected colors and patterns awaiting behind its tidy
Georgian fagade, which was brought to life by architect W.
Travis Mattingly with the help of builder Brian Thompson
and his director of construction Chris Thelen. “That was
the husband's only request,” Martinez says. "He wanted a
sophisticated and traditional red-brick house.” To prevent
a jarring contrast between exterior and interior, plenty of
classical architectural details exist inside the front doors,
including a sweeping staircase, wide-plank engineered-
wood floors and elaborate crown moldings. Martinez also
brought in some European antiques with elegant lines.
“Obviously, this s @ new house—and we weren't trying to
fool anyone that it's been here for 100 years,” she notes.
“But we still wanted to give scme nods to the past.”

Even the dining room wallpaper honors tradition with its
English garden-meets-chinoiserie motif. But its dominant
bold turguoise color is anything but prim, especially when
set off by dining chairs upholstered in an eye-popping tiger
print. That wallpaper along with the entry’s James Conaway

A sweeping staircase greets
guests in the grand entry,
furnished with an early 19%-
cenlury Swedish canapé
upholstered in Piefre Frey
palred with a painting by artist
James Conaway selected by
art consuliant Liz Anders.




A quartel of cuslam chairs upholstered
in Black Edition Lombardo velvet

in Mermillion-and a custom sofa
uphalsiered in Clarence House
Vermeer linen velvet in Dijon set the
family roam’s palette. A cockatoo
partrait by photographer Randal
Ford eniivens the crisp white walls:

painting selected with help from art consultant Liz Anders
of Liz Anders & Associates "were the jumping-off points for
the entire downstairs” Martinez says, The designer brought
the paper's turguoise hue onto the lacquered cabinetry

in the adjacent butler's pantry. And in the living rocom, she
translated its warm tones into an earthy wall color—a rich
terra-colta hue with a finish so glossy “you can practically
see your reflection in it,” Martinez notes—while repeating

its cooler tones in a green velvet sofa and pair of custom,
channel-tufied banquettes covered in turquoise vinyl.

The kitchen features yet another striking wallcovering,
this one emblazoned with frolicking monkeys and tropical
birds custom-printed on a durable commercial-grade paper
that surrounds a cobalt-blue Lacanche range. "At first, |
wasn't sure about it," the client says of the exotic pattern.
“But | am so glad we went with it because it is such a fun
print and fits cur family.” That exuberance continues in the
adjacent family room featuring Technicolor velvet upholstery
and bird poriraits by photographer Randal Ford, and even in
the office down the hall showcasing floor-to-ceiling cabinets
sporting a sunny yellow finish and walls papered with a
colorful pattern of haphazard brushstrokes.

On the second floor, which accommodates all of the
home’s six bedrooms, Martinez encouraged her client to take
her derring-do a step further—onto the floors and ceilings.
To that end, a faux-bois carpet and cloisonné-esque flaral
wallcovering transform the master suite’s dressing room into
a moody jewel box. In one daughter's bedroom, a sassy lip
patlern enlivens the window treatments, walls and ceiling. For
the son’s bedroom, Martinez chose classic navy-and-white
stripes for the celling and a blue antelope-print carpet. And
for the youngest daughter, she created a bedroom and bath
awash in bubble-gum pink. "There's nothing subtle about it,"
Martinez says. “You have to love pink if you live in this room.”

And so it seems even the children of the house have
embraced their mother’s daring new approach to interlor
design. “At the beginning, | had no idea what my vision was
ar that | even had one—but Jennifer helped me figure out
my own style,” the wife explains. "She pushes me when
need be and | love the risks we took." I8
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Opposite: Voutsa's Menagerie Chinolserie wallpaper from Supply Showrooem in the kitchen forms a backdrop for
the adjoining dining space’s Knoll lable from Margaret Nasve Parker's personal collection paired with Louls XVI
side chairs from Joyce Horn Antiques, Lid. upholstered in Kravet vinyl. The lamps are by Liz Marsh Designs.

Below: A collage by San Antonic artist Kelly @'Connor provides a colorful counlerpoint to the white kitchen cabinetry.
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daughter’s bathroom, popping against Ann Sacks black marbie flooring.

This page: Pattern abounds in & daughter's bedroom tharks to Voutsa's
Lips:on White draperies from Supply Showroom and a floral Missoni'rug,
Opposite: Voutsa's Lips on White pattern carries onto a wallcovering in the:

The custom bed is upholstered [n & peachy Kravet velvet and dressed
in Leontine Linens. A lamp from Mecex tops a nightstand from Area.







