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1892 - East Coast Architect. A. Page Brown Interprets the concept of 
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school was redesigned as a 1 story building for fire safety.
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Hacienda Del Pozo 
de Verona was 

designed for the 
Californian climate!

I just LOVE this place.

Phoebe Hearst
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The Railroads

If Spanish Revival was 
conceived in Southern 
California, how did it’s 

influence travel to the colder 
climates in Northern 

California? 

Leland Stanford
“The Big Four”

Yea baby!
That’s what I’m 
talking about!
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Check out the exquisite 
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Douglas Fairbanks
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Rudolph ValentinoRudolph ValentinoRudolph Valentino

Douglas Fairbanks
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Buster Keaton



1923 - Hollywoodland

1923 - Developers Brochure for Hollywoodland

Early 1920s
Silent Movies & 
Hollywoodland

The popular influence: Silent 
Movie  Stars wanted to live 

in their stage sets

Where’s my 
Spanish Revival 

House?



1923 - Hollywoodland

1923 - Developers Brochure for Hollywoodland

Early 1920s
Silent Movies & 
Hollywoodland

The popular influence: Silent 
Movie  Stars wanted to live 

in their stage sets

Where’s my 
Spanish Revival 

House?



1923 - Hollywoodland

1923 - Developers Brochure for Hollywoodland

Early 1920s
Silent Movies & 
Hollywoodland

The popular influence: Silent 
Movie  Stars wanted to live 

in their stage sets

Where’s my 
Spanish Revival 

House?



1923 - Hollywoodland

1923 - Developers Brochure for Hollywoodland

Early 1920s
Silent Movies & 
Hollywoodland

The popular influence: Silent 
Movie  Stars wanted to live 

in their stage sets

Where’s my 
Spanish Revival 

House?

That’s the best idea you 
ever had! They actually 
think they are Spanish.
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Late 1920s
The Deception  

Takes Root

What happens when  you 
understand that Spanish 
Revival was deceptive?

Florenstal
 Santa Barbara, California

Marc Appleton
Author, Spanish Revival Architecture

Grandparents owned Florenstal

“My grandparents were well educated, 
cosmopolitan, upper-class New Yorkers with 
long-standing family roots in that part of the 
country. One might imagine they had no 
business leaving all this to move across the 
continent and assume a new “Spanish” 
identity, but they did, willingly inspired and 
wholeheartedly captivated by the notion that 
they could start over by reinventing another 
heritage for themselves. So complete, so 
sensitively understood and richly detailed was 
the result, that only a generation later we 
grand children easily accept Florestal as our 
true ancestral home, time worn, beautifully 
overgrown and full of latent memories.” - 
Mediterranean Domestic Architecture in the 
United States
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1930s
The Final Years

Did Spanish Revival speak to 
the Mexican American 

culture in California?

Farm Labor

That’s just not 
right!

We work 14 hours a day, 7 
days a week, and you build 

houses that mock our 
cultural heritage.
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1930s
The Final Years

Did Spanish Revival speak to 
the Mexican American 

culture in California?

Farm Labor
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1940 - 1970
It Just Gets Worse

Developers have no limits

Real Estate IndustryReal Estate IndustryReal Estate Industry

Arches and clay tile; 

YOU BETCHA it’s 
Spanish Revival!
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The Risk of Cultural 
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Was Spanish Revival Style a 
common architectural 

language, which even the 
common builder understood 
and successfully practiced?

The Art of 
Cultural 

Deception has 
been lost



1970s
Required to be 

Spanish Revival



1970s
Required to be 

Spanish Revival

Design Review Board



1970s
Required to be 

Spanish Revival

Design Review Board

Let’s require Mission San Jose 
to be Spanish Revival



1970s - Mission San Jose, Fremont CA

1970s
Required to be 

Spanish Revival

Design Review Board

Let’s require Mission San Jose 
to be Spanish Revival



1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past



1950s - Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past



1950s - Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past

Catholic Church

Let’s get rid of the old Church 
and build a new one that looks 

just like the old one.



1950s - Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

Historic Mission

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past

Catholic Church

Let’s get rid of the old Church 
and build a new one that looks 

just like the old one.



1950s - Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

Historic Mission
1950s1950s - Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA - Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

Historic MissionHistoric MissionHistoric MissionMove it to San Mateo

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past

Catholic Church

Let’s get rid of the old Church 
and build a new one that looks 

just like the old one.



1985 - New Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past

Catholic Church



1985 - New Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past

Catholic Church

Yea baby, 
that’s what I’m 
talking about! 
Just like the old days.



1985 - New Mission San Jose Catholic Church, Fremont CA

1980s
The Church Invests 

in the Past

Catholic Church

Yea baby, 
that’s what I’m 
talking about! 
Just like the old days.

Made of concrete, 
and no one can 

tell.

REPLICA
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Real Estate Industry

Arches and clay tile; 

YOU BETCHA it’s 
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