R
4 e,

g
ey

]

M
ey




i, AR R e
L
£ s 8 MG T -
e o S ' fooor
ince the early 1990s, when its Pacific Coast offshore fishing ] G et AT e s
first came in focus, Guatemala has built its sporting reputa- T ST e L i e
tion around a tremendous sailfish resource. This Central / ‘é - e
American country is now considered the best place in the B * 2 T T
world to catch a sail on a fly. And no wonder. Whereelse = ;o A
can you see 20 or more sailfish in the baits virtually every G K BT G B
day, enjoy solid action all year long, and have a fleet of qualityboatsand . ' a2 S K '
crews at your disposal—all less than a three-hour flight from Miami? 4 I e Yy | .
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I first traveled to Guatemala for
billfish in 2002, and on my most recent
trip there noticed some changes during
the ride from Guatemala City to lztapa,
a small coastal village near Puerto San
José. The highway near the city was
more crowded, and the potholes and
detours along the way were a thing of the
past. But the verdant countryside was
still dominated by banana plantations,
mango orchards, pineapple fields, and
scattered villages. Upon arrival at Pacific

rooms had been refurbished, a gourmet

menu developed, and new boats acquired.

All the upgrades were welcomed, but
what about the fly fishing for sails? Was it
going to be as good in 2012 as it had been
a decade carlier?

he next morning dawned bright
and clear, and after a breakfast cooked to
order, we walked less than 50 feet to the
docks and met our crew—Captain Carlos

heading. The fishing grounds off Iztapa
are huge, and depending on the fish,
concentrations can be anywhere from a
few miles to as many as 40 miles offshore.
That first morning the target area was 20
miles oftshore, where the fleet had located
a good concentration of sailfish the day
before. We reached the fishing grounds

in just over an hour. The captain signaled

, the mate to lower the outriggers, and

before long we were trolling rigged bal-
Iyhoo from the two outriggers and from

Peak angling for sailfjsh off the coast of

Fins Resort, we were greeted withalocal  and his mates, Jorge and Cristian. The two flat lines off the stern. All were rigged e 'iﬂﬂlltﬂ ?E&?kﬂhmﬂregm”ﬂh Iﬁ
beverage fashioned from fruit juice and sun was peaking above the horizonaswe  without hooks and would act as teasers to il ) (inse) OIS & o

- ; g - : : > Lt e estimated to weigh about 100 pounds.
Guatemala’s famous 23-year-old ram— boarded the Gypsy—an immaculate 33- lure the sails close to the boat. WE came to -
Zacapa Centenario. After being shown foot twin-diesel Blackfin. catch sails with a fly rod, so we rigged two i
to our rooms, I immediately noticed a Once we cleared the breakwater, the 12-weight rods with large-arbor saltwater T
change. Since the new owner, Niels Er- skipper pushed the throttle forward and reels filled with floating lines and 200 \""h»-' £ s R el - - B el S e ’:_ 2 = =
ichsen, purchased the resort in 2006, the pointed the boat in a southwest compass  yards of 30-pound Dacron backing. b, - _,_'4__,4._.I=L == o TR e - P - ~ L.s s
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EXPEDITIONS

When fly fishing for sailfish, the goal
is to tease the fish to within a few yards
of the stern. When the fish is close and fo-
cused on the bait, the crew pulls the teaser
out of the water, and the boat goes into
neutral. At that point, the angler casts his
fly (a brightly colored popper) to the same
area where the teaser was only seconds
before. In a perfect world, the sailfish takes
the popper, and you strike the fish in the
opposite direction of the take.

Once the baits were deployed, my fish-
ing buddy, Ken Mayer, and I along with the
crew began looking for signs of activity—
fish chasing bait, a jumping sailfish, bird
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The author’s forays offshore ranged as
far as 30 miles offshore and averaged
four fish a day on fly gear. Each fight
featured blistering runs, spectacular

leaps, and big-game thrills.
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activity—anything out of the ordinary.

About 30 minutes after the baits were
in the water, the skipper spotted a sail
behind the port outrigger. That’s when
we all sprang into action and feverishly
cranked in the unmolested baits while
Cristian worked the line the sailfish had
selected. He expertly brought in the bait,
teasing the sailfish closer and closer to the
boat. The sailfish moved up only to veer
off at the last second. The fish sounded,
and we lost track of him.

Less than a minute later, it surprised us
by coming up behind the bait. | grabbed a
fly rod and stripped enough line from the
reel into a five-gallon bucket to make a de-
cent presentation, then stood on the stern
waiting for the signal to cast. As the fish
approached, | dropped just enough line
over the stern to clear the leader, and [ was
wound as tight as a hockey player about to
deliver a slap shot to a well-guarded goal.

By the time the mate teased the sail
into the prop wash, it was litup like a
neon sign and less than 30 feet behind the
boat. When Carlos said “Now!” Cristian
jerked the ballvhoo out of the water, and
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at the same moment 1 made one false
cast, then dropped the popper a foot in
front of the frenzied sailfish.

It took a millisecond for the sail to see
the popper, raise its bill, grab the fly, and
turn. I let the fish take line for a few sec-
onds, then on command from the mate,
lifted the rod tip hard against the oppos-
ing force to make sure the hook was set.
Two strip strikes followed, and the sailfish
responded with a series of signature tail-
walking and greyhounding runs. Before
I knew it, he was into my backing, and
100 yards of 30-pound Dacron flew from
the reel. I maintained steady pressure as
the fish jumped at least a dozen times.
About 30 minutes after the hook was set,
Jorge leadered the fish, and an estimated
100-pound Pacific sailfish was next to the
boat. After the customary photos were
taken, we towed the fish alongside for
a few minutes to make sure it was well
oxygenated and then released.

About 20 minutes later, we watched
two sailfish come up behind the boat
and knock a bait from the starboard
outrigger. Then the sails decided to fight
over the bait on the port outrigger. The
mate grabbed the rod, pulled it from the
outrigger clip and managed to coax one
of the fish within casting distance. But
just before Ken could present the fly, the
sailfish sounded and disappeared. We
trolled the teaser in a circular pattern for
several minutes without success.

The next trolling session was longer—
more than an hour passed and the steady
hum and vibration of the diesel engines
nearly put me to sleep. Suddenly, the cap-
tain yelled, “Fish, port side!” A sailfish was
behind the port flat line. Cristian grabbed
the rod and reeled the bait toward the
boat with the sailfish in hot pursuit, As
the fish accelerated, he increased the
speed of the retrieve, always keeping
the bait just ahead of the hot billfish.
When the sail was only a few yards behind
the boat, the mate pulled the teaser from
the water.

Ken cast the popper, which traveled
through the air like a Styrofoam cup on a
string. The cast was short! With the mates,
me, and the skipper all yelling instructions
in unison, he pulled the line back and
made another cast to the now confused
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sailfish. The second cast was on target, and
with a slash of its swordlike bill, the sailfish
took the popper and turned away. Ken
lowered the rod and struck the sail as it
stripped line from the reel—half jumping,
half swimming, and heading in the oppo-
site direction. Seconds later, I looked down
at the reel—most of the backing was gone!
As Ken kept steady pressure on the line,
the captain put the boat in reverse to back
down on the fish. In seconds, white water
rushed over the stern, soaking all of us to
the bone. It was a moment of billfishing
exhilaration that has to be experienced to
be believed! The 110-pound sailfish per-
formed admirably, allowing me to snap
a number of aerial photos before coming
alongside after about 40 minutes.
Overall, the fishing was excellent. The
first day we fished 20 miles offshore, the
second about 30 miles, and the third day
there was a concentration of fish only 15
miles from the beach, We fished three
days and raised from 10 to 15 sailfish each
day, catching and releasing an average
of four on fly gear. The fish were in the

Experience
the best of the
Georgia coast
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|~ Montana Fly Fishing | BEXPEDITIONS

I Guide Training School 1
I on the Clark Fork River at St. Regis MT |
| TWELVE DAYS OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE ]
j schooling in fly fishing in the US. prepares you to be
1@ professional fishing guide. our riverside facilities |
provide training classes, lodging, and meals in
convenience and comfort. Instructors are professional
I guides and outfitters with 51 years of experience |
| in guiding and teaching people to fly fish. |
1| To date, all of our graduates have found work.

I July 8-19, October 7-18, 20131

| For Guideschool information, email ws at: |

1 fisfishingguidetraining.com 1
| Contact Donn Dale at Clark Fork River Outfitters g
i (406) B26-4220 = 1-800-745-3033 1

I Email Us For A Brochure at I
donnﬁl-‘t;l’ﬁhbl:tk}'m or Visit www. ﬂ;hhblmk_\'.(om‘

Our 2.000 acre m::u:h lsbordﬂed by
three and a half miles of
the world famous Big Hole River.
Guided and unguided upland bird huns,
“along with deluxe accommodations
in the lodge. or make yourself at home
o % at one of our cozy cab:m oo #

’ 1-306-26‘?4391]
w'ﬁ':%su.vennoncum cox
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AMERICAN ANGLER DOES NOT
AUTHORIZE ANY TELEMARKETING
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. Please do
not give out personal information to
anyone claiming to represent
American Angler on the telephone.
You may contact us toll free at:

800-
877-5S305

If you receive a bill in the mail for
a renewal and do not recognize
the agency, or if you receive
correspondence to American Angler
that does not have our logo or web
address and a return address in
Escondido, CA please forward copies
of the correspondence to:

Michelle Rowe
735 Broad Street, Augusta, GA 30901

@m
Visit www.americanangler.com for all your
renewals and billing transactions.
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80- to 110-pound class. The resort has
five boats—31- to 37-foot twin diesels
that generally carry two to four anglers
and can reach even the farthest fishing O
grounds in about two hours. ne of the reasons this fishery
Some recent statistics from Pacific Fins - has been maintained and the density of
includes a four-day trip in late January 2013 sailfish remains high is the Guatemalan ban
when one angler had 76 sail-
fish in the baits, 35 takes, and
caught and released 20 sailfish

sailfish on both conventional and fly gear.
Now;, that's big game fly fishing!

ona fly. On a three-day trip o 1\ Lage (
in early January 2013, 16 A San Benita s
anglers on four boats had 350 ii \x
sailfish in the baits, 288 takes,
and caught and released 195 MEXIC l:)
GUATEMALA
San Pedro
Carchas

i

San me“‘i' w &

o Facific Fins> EL S/
M — Resort i T
o EL3 3 78 T i

PACIFIC OCEAN o

THE COUNTRY -
Guatemala has been called the traved bargain of the Americas. Experienced travelers say it’s like Mexico
used to be two decades ago. This Central American country is easily accessible, spectacularly beautiful,
friendly, safe, intriguing and redatively inexpensive. What makes Guatemala unique is no single ingredi-
ent but the sum of its many parts. From the black sand beaches of the Pacific to the frigid peaks of 30
wolcangs, from cactus-studded deserts to tropical rain forests, Guatemala is one of the most ecologically
diverse countries in the world.

THE RESORT

Pacific Fires Resort s a full-service fishing destination. With four villas each with two separate bedrooms and
two double suites, all with private baths, the resort can accommodate up to 20 anglers. Completely refur-
bished in 2006, the resort has a full ba, swimming pool, and excellent food ordered from a full restaurant
menu. A massage therapist is available, and the boat docks are lterally only a few steps from your room.
Contact Trek Intemational Safaris (1-800-654-9915, www.reksafaris.com) for details and arrangements.

GETTING THERE

Several major airfines serve Guatemala City. American Airlines, United, and Lacsa have daily direct flights
from Dallas, Miami, Houston, and Los Angeles. A representative from Pacific Fins will meet you at the
airport and transport you 80 minutes over good roads to the resort

CLIMATE AND CLOTHING

The dimate of Guatemala is fairy uniform the year. The is the armount of
mmﬂeimmemw WMMMMsmmwmm
showers in the aftemoons. November through April are the dry months. The Pacific Coast is hot and humid,
with daytime temperatures averaging 85 to 95 degrees F and nights rarely dropping below 70 degrees.
Dress for warm humid weather, and be sure to use plenty of sunscreen. For those sensitive to the tropical
sun, long sleeves and long pants are recommended. Bugs are nonexistent offshore, but hats are a must

SIDE TRIPS
About an hour drive west of Guatemala City is Antigua. wnlmnhmmmﬁsbﬁm
served colonial cities, with well-preserved architecture, beautiful Mwmm Itis
amagical and captivating small town that makes you feel time might have stopped some 300 )ﬁs
Located in the northeastem region of the country, Tikal and the Petén have more than 50,000 square
kilometers of protected rain forest In addition, the Mayan Ruins of Tikal, declared a UNESCO World Heri-
tage sile, mmmdumﬁa&mmmrmmmmmm Ttmrhwe;f
ing pyramids stretch toward NENS canopy, providing a mystical view
the areas rich flora and teeming fauna, and a feel for the mysteries of this ancient culture. Contact www,
visitguatemala.com for a complete guide to Guatemala.
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FLIES & FLY TYING

Bongy

FLY TYING KITS, - all the materials BLUESKY FURLED TAPERED LEADERS.
for 25+ flies with professional-quality, The mostcomplete line of exquisite, hand-
onling, FREE instructional videos. Group  woven BlueSky Furled Leaders. See ournew
discounts available. Free shipping on all  Drifter Strike Indicator Leader plus an
orders over $35, expanded selection of accessories.

Visit www.ezflytie.com We're the Leader in Furled Leaders.
Ph/Fax (920) 430- 1239.
www.FurledLeader.com

TACKLE & ACCESSORIES

BlueSk y

Furled Tapered Lead

) THE ORIGINAL RODRULE. Measuring
SHING GU GING fish with accuracy. Guide-tested, angler
ARKANSAS WHITE RIVER! McKenzie approved. www.rodrule.com
driftboat flyfishing on Beaver and Bull
Shoals tailwaters. Scott Branyan, Ozark C=pg=—=>
Fly Flinger, 888-99-FLING.
www.flyflinger.com

BEST TROUT FISHING IN THE
SOUTHEAST.

TMC Hooks starting at $13.50. The Visit our website and check out our
Fly Shop / Guide Service Located ON ;:""?ﬁm ﬂYFﬂ""gT’:l f;l}’ tying products
the SOUTH HOLSTON River in East  yinybrichtwaterflyangler.com
Tennessee, Book Your Next Trip With Us,

Lodging Available. 423-878-2821.
www.southholstonriverflyshop.com

Brightwater

FLY EmGLIE

REAL ESTATE

Beautiful trout cabin: on Michigan’s blue
ribbon Pere Marquette River, Baldwin.
800 fr. frontage also steelhead, salmon.
Total privacy. Price $199k.

Ph. 231-730-5000

American Angler Classified Ad Rates

$2.25 per word with a $45 minimum or $2.00 per word with a $40
minimum if you participate in all six annual issues. Web address,
email address, phone numbers, street address and abbreviations will

all be counted as one word. Ad copy may be sent to Chad McClure via
email at chad.mcclure@morris.com. All classifieds need to be

prepaid or accompanied by a credit card number and expiration
date. (The publisher reserves the right to edit and/or reject all ads
and inappropriate copy).

For more information contact:

Chad McClure (706) 828.3832
chad.mcclure@morris.com
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EXPEDITIONS

Rigged ballyhoo, trolling rigs, and the heavy
tackle required for catching sails on the fly.

on longline fishing—a practice that has
devastated other billfishing areas around the
world. While fishing for sails is good all year
long, the peak season is November through
May. For anglers looking for a world record,
the best time is October through December,
when there are fewer but larger sailfish pres-
ent. While the fishery for marlin (primarily
blue and a few black) is less developed, the
best action is August through December.
As you already noticed, sailfish are the main
quarry but there also are dorado (dol-
phinfish) and yellowfin tuna. During our
three days offshore, we caught several small
dorado (which we kept for dinner) and
missed a couple of larger fish. Additionally,
there is an inshore fishery for roosterfish,
snappers, crevalle jacks, and snook that we
did not investigate and has been largely
overlooked for fly fishing. 50 next time you
think of sailfish, consider booking a trip to
Guatemala. It's the surest destination on the
planet to target sailfish with a fly rod, and
one where the fishing will almost certainly

exceed your highest expectations! &

Gary Kramer is a freelance writer/photog-
rapher based in Willows, California. During
the past three decades, he has visited 56
foreign countries in pursuit of fish and game.
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